
October 27th Day of Action Against the War
Statement from Common Cause Hamilton

Common Cause is a newly formed Anarchist Federation 
with locals organizing across Ontario. To learn more 
visit www.linchpin.ca or email ontarioac@gmail.com

Today activists in Hamilton join others across Canada to voice 
their opposition to the occupation of Afghanistan. The so-called 
“War on Terror” has been in full swing since 2001 and the scope of 
destruction and domination by Western powers has been steadily 
increasing. Resistance to the occupation has only intensifi ed and 
shows no sign of slowing down since Harperʼs decision to follow 
the US into Central Asia.

While victims of this imperialist war in Afghanistan are being killed 
by coalition soldiers, tortured in prisons and having any sense of dig-
nity trampled on, closer to home our rights are also being stripped in 
the name of “national security”. Security for whom? Secret trials are 
taking place for those who are deemed a threat wherein those accused 
have no opportunity to defend themselves along with a number funda-
mental rights taken away.

As anarchists we recognize that we must not limit our outrage to this 
war alone. We realize that in order to put an end to imperialistic wars 
we must put an end to the systems that produce and facilitate such 
forms of aggression and control. The insatiable thirst of capitalism is 
what drives the need for control over people and resources, and those 
at the helm of the war machine are the only ones who are going to 
benefi t. Even if it was their intention , the truth is that no Canadian 
government could ever know what the people of Afghanistan need for 
freedom and self determination.

No War But class war!
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Basic Policy of Common Cause
Anarchism will be created by the class 
struggle between the vast majority of 
society and the tiny minority that cur-
rently rule. A successful social revolution 
will require that anarchist ideas become the 
leading ideas within the working class. This 
will not happen spontaneously, it is up to 
anarchist militants to participate in the ex-
isting social struggles as an organized force.

A major focus of our activity is work at 
those crucial points where working class 
people are organizing together for con-
trol over their lives, the decisions affect-
ing them and against oppression. These 
areas stretch from workplaces activity in 
the unions, to neighborhood activism, an 
ecology movement that remembers class 
and in community resistance to forms of 
oppressions targeting particular identities.

We also see it as vital to work in strug-
gles that happen outside the unions and 
the workplace. These include struggles 
against particular oppressions, colonial-
ism, imperialism and indeed the struggles 
of the working class for a decent place and 
environment in which to live. Our gen-
eral approach to these, like our approach 
to the unions, is to involve ourselves 
with mass movements and work within 
these movements, in order to promote 
anarchist methods of organisation involv-
ing direct democracy and direct action.

We actively oppose all manifestations of 
oppression such as racism, sexism, [reli-
gious] sectarianism and homophobia and 
we struggle against them. We see the success 
of a revolution and the successful elimina-
tion of these oppressions being determined 

by the building of such struggles in the 
pre-revolutionary period. The methods of 
struggle that we promote are a preparation 
for the running of society along anarchist 
and communist lines after the revolution.

We oppose imperialism and colonialism but 
put forward anarchism as an alternative goal 
to nationalism. We defend grassroots anti-
imperialist movements while arguing for 
an anarchist rather than nationalist strategy.

We recognise a need for anarchist organi-
sations who agree with these principles 
to federate on an regional, national and 
international basis. However, we believe 
the degree of federation possible and the 
amount of effort put into it must be de-
termined by success at building organi-
sations capable of making such work a 
reality, rather than a matter of slogans.

To achieve balance between humanity and 
the natural world, we must create a society 
which is based on the satisfaction of true 
needs such as food, shelter, water, and com-
munity. Modern environmental destruction 
is a result of capitalism’s strive to com-
modify the natural world, for the wealth 
of a small minority. We recognize that so-
cial transformation is the fi rst step towards 
ecological balance, not lifestyle changes or 
technological innovations. We recognize 
that the destruction of capitalism is the 
only avenue towards rescuing the planet’s 
biosphere, and by extension, ourselves.

We want you to get involved, contact us at ontarioac@gmail.com letting us know 
your fi rst name and where you are located.
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